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ur new fundraising committe has been
working very hard and come up with

some great ideas. They’ve had great success selling
donated art supplies at each of our meetings over
the past several months, and the first, members
only, juried art show was a big hit. Following is
a report on the success of the recent garage sale
they organized, with suggestions for next year.

As part of our fund raising campaign, on 8/9/08
we bought a $30.00 space at the Methodist Church
"flea market" at Ramsey and Hanley in Coeur
d’Alene. We received a lot of quality items for
our sale, and we want to thank everyone who
brought in donations. We also want to thank Janet,
Jackie, Mary, Karen, Karen’s daughter, and
Harriett, who donated their time to help with sales.
People come from every direction at a venue like
this, and everyone did a great job helping the
shoppers get what they needed without having to
wait for assistance.

The event was only advertised at the church,
so the crowds were small, but we sold almost
everything we had, at bargain prices! As a note
for next year, we noticed that books, linens,
clothing, jewelry, and garden items seemed to be
getting the most attention. The books that went
first were gardening, mysteries, and cookbooks.
Linens did better if they were in sets, or were
unusual colors and patterns, and most visitors took
the time to go through the clothes and purses that
were hanging from the support posts of the booth.
Anything for the garden went quickly as well.

Electronics however, didn’t do as well, and the
Christmas items were looked at a lot, but not
purchased until we sold the contents of the entire
table to one woman who wanted it all just as we
were about to close up — for a song, of course.

At the end of the day, we donated everything
that was left to Habitat for Humanity. Thanks to
Jackie Jewett for taking care of that. They took
all but clothing and plastic items, which Mary
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Alward then took to the thrift store.

We made a nice $88.00 profit over the money
we spent on the space. Overall, it was a great
success, despite the rain that left us a bit damp
as we were setting up.

Mary and Ginger are already thinking of ways
to make the next event better. One thing that
comes to mind is that we need more items for
men. We’d like to add tools, sporting goods,
hunting and fishing stuff, collectible cars and
trains, or other items men might be looking for.

Also, we should do our own advertising. The
church made up nice flyers for this event, but they
were only distributed at the church. We feel that
we would attract more visitors if they knew the
profits were going to a local nonprofit organization,
and we have a lot of friends out there. We’d also
like to put our CDA Art Association banner on
the tent, and use our sandwich boards near the
street as additional advertising the day of the
event. We’ve thought of selling chilled bottled
water to shoppers as well.

We want to continue to have hangers, plastic
grocery bags, small boxes for packing breakable
items, paper to wrap those breakables in, our EZ
Up tents, folding tables and chairs, and a cooler
with ice for use by our volunteers.

Next time, we’d also like to bring markers and
pens, more garage sale pricing stickers, blank
labels or paper, cleaning supplies, (sponge, water,
paper towels) and a folding laundry rack for linens.
The more organized we are, the better we'll do!

In the meantime, if you find something you’d
like to donate to for next year, put it aside! There
are probably lots of treasures in basements,
garages, boxes, and bins that are just lying around
gathering dust!

Thanks, Ginger & Mary

We look forward to the other projects this
committee is working on. If you have suggestions,
please contact Mary Alward or Ginger Mooney.






