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Artists MZ ek

hat, No Computer?

If you don't own a computer or

you know little about them, you
may pick up some useful information here. To
learn more about computers, take a class at your
community college or call your local library and
ask about computer classes, which usually are
free for members. Sign up often for computer time
and become familiar with the computer and the
internet. Search the web for subjects like "Art
Gallery" or "Plein Air Painting" then look at some
paintings. Artwork is beautiful on the computer,
-- glowing, full of light. A whole new world will
open to you.

Do You Want an Art Website of Your Own?

If painting is strictly an avocation, and sharing
your art with an online community is not
important to you, a website may serve no
purpose. However, if you want to display your
artwork; sell originals, prints or cards; teach
art classes or give art workshops, then having
a website is probably a good idea. Even so,
people will not automatically beat an online
path to your web door and throw large amounts
of money at you. But your website will allow
people to find you, contact you, praise you
lavishly, and learn about your style, philosophy,
location, and price range. If someone saw your
art at a show, remembered part of your name,
and knew your general location, the best and
often only way to find you would be by a web
search. If you don't have a website, and a web
search got few usable hits, the viewer may give
up, coming to the likely conclusion that you
aren't interested in selling or teaching. If you
want to be taken seriously as an artist by a
larger community, you should think seriously
about getting a website.

What is the Cost of a Web Site?
Creation of Pages: Prices for websites vary a
great deal. Get many estimates. Web search for
artists in your area and view their sites. Then visit
the site of the web designer and examine their
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portfolio to evaluate their body of work. Email
the artist to get their opinion of their web designer
who may have designed a great looking site, but
may be expensive, slow, obnoxious, out of the
country, or out of business. Get an idea of the
style you want. Consider if a shopping cart is
necessary. Decide on the pages you would like
in your initial site knowing you can add more
pages later. Your web designer's site creation
quote is based on an agreed number of pages,
images and features. You shouldn't keep adding
and adding without a cost renegotiation.
URL Registration: You need to register your
URL yearly. A URL (Universal Resource Locator)
is the web address. The web name
"www.yourartsite.com" is in a database and points
to your server. The yearly cost of registering your
URL varies from $7.00 to $35.00 a year.
Host: Hosting fees start at around $100.00 a
year. You may prefer putting your images on an
online portfolio site which charges a fixed amount
monthly, lets you manage your own design, and
upload your own images. Visit Jan Clizer's site
at www.janclizerpaintings.com and investigate
her portfolio manager.
Do You Already Have A Website?
If you have a website you need to test it
regularly. Don't assume your web designer has
done all the proper testing. If you created it
yourself, you still need to test regularly. Go to
your site. Send e-mails to yourself using all
the links and forms. Click all your shopping
cart buttons verifying all the information is
correct, including the tax and shipping costs.
Be sure to click your thumbnail images to
test the download time of the larger images. A
computer monitor doesn't see more than 72 or
96 dpi (dots per inch), so displaying large
images with higher resolutions is pointless and
will increase download time. While quality
printed images require a resolution of 150+
dpi, your computer doesn't care; it will only
display the lower resolution. Using a higher
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